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Part A (Page 1) 

What is claimed is: 

A toner residual amount detector comprising a toner hopper 
for housing toner, the toner hopper including: 
a rotating axis; 

a supporting member which is rigid and is secured to the 
rotating axis; 

a pivotally moving member which is rigid and is supported 
pivotally at one end thereof by said supporting member at a 
position spaced apart parallel to said rotating axis, 

a magnet which is attached to the other end of the pivotally 
moving member; and 

a magnetic sensor which is arranged below a position where 
the magnet passes pivotally so as to detect the position of 
the magnet, 

wherein when saidmagnet passes above saidmagnetic sensor 
as said rotating axis rotates, a distance between the magnet 
and the magnetic sensor varies according to the toner residual 
amount . 
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